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in stature and dark in complexion. They
possess flat noses. The people both male
and female wear sarong. Eice is their
staple food and with it they take vegetables,
fish, meat, beef etc. They take their food
several times in course of a day. They use
curry-powder and cocoa-nut oil in preparing
curries and their process of cooking is like
that of ours.
The vast majority of the population are
Mohammedans, but many of them still possess
Hindoo names. They were originally
KELIGION Hindoos but were converted
into Islamism a few centuries
ago by some preachers of that faith most
of whom went there from G-nzrat (India)
and Arabia. After sometime when the
Islamism became dominant there, many Hindoos
fled away from the island to Bali in fear
of conversion into Islamism. At present
the Hindoos in this island form only 2% of
the population. Many Mohammedans of the
island have not yet been able to give up
the Hindoo traditions.
The Holanders visited this island for
trade about three hundred and fifty years
ago. At that time the native kings were